[Refractory germ cell cancer of testis treated by salvage high-dose chemotherapy: report of three cases].
We reported three cases (42, 20 and 18-year-old men) of advanced nonseminomatous testicular germ cell cancer treated by salvage high-dose chemotherapy (HDC) supported by peripheral blood stem cell autotransplantation. Two cases which had been refractory to (B) EP (bleomycin, etoposide, cisplatin) and VIP (etoposide, ifosfmide, cisplatin) chemotherapies received one course of high-dose CEI (carboplatin 1,250 mg/m2, etoposide 1,500 mg/m2 and ifosfamide 7.5 g/m2), and the other case had been refractory to PVB (cisplatin, vinblastine, bleomycin) and VIP chemotherapies received one course of high-dose CEI and high-dose CCT (carboplatin 800 mg/m2, cyclophosphamide 6 g/m2 and thiotepa 720 mg/m2). Only one case achieved an incomplete remission by HDC, which was verified as a pathological complete response at the following salvage surgery, and has been alive with no evidence of disease for 68 months. The others achieved no change of disease following HDC and died from cancer progression. Hepatotoxicity, neurotoxicity and severe depression occurred, but not fatal in 2 cases.